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State has prison health care on the mend
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It's about time we all received some good news about Delaware's prison health care situation.
There hasn't been much of it in the past couple of years.

The Delaware Department of Correction has demonstrated tremendous
progress in improving prison health care, says the sixth report issued by
Joshua W. Martin ll, the former judge who's heading up the monitoring team.

"The monitoring team still has some concerns with respect to certain areas of
medical or mental health care provided at the facilities," Mr. Martin said.

But that's much better than what came down from the U.S. Justice
Department's original investigation at the end of 2006, when it found the
Delaware Department of Correction falling short of original health care
mandates.

Now, the department is in partial or substantial compliance with all the
mandates.

Much of that success must be attributed to Department of Correction
Commissioner Carl C. Danberg, who has seen to it that the contract of the
private vendor supplying all medical care to DOC inmates was ended and
the major portions of care were broken into 10 smaller contracts that focused
on specific medical specialties.

But Commissioner Danberg and the state aren't out of the woods yet.

Mental health care provided at Sussex Correctional Institution continues to
be under federal review, as it is at Young Correctional Institution in
Wilmington and the state's largest prison, Vaughn Correctional Center near
Smyrna.

But Commissioner Danberg rightfully was pleased with the effort his
department has put forth to right the wrongs found by the federal
investigation.

"Three years ago, we basically got taken to the woodshed and there was

very little we could disagree with. [The latest report] is an indication of just

how far we have moved this that we can actually sit down and have a
disagreement over some of the finer points in their report."

Now it's time to finish off the mission of reform.
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