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Inmate Attempts Escape during Transport 
 
An inmate being transported from the Sussex Community Corrections Center (SCCC) in 
Georgetown to the James T. Vaughn Correctional Center (JTVCC) near Smyrna attempted to 
escape Delaware Department of Correction custody Monday, May 10 by fleeing from a 
transport van in Smyrna. The incident occurred around 4:35 p.m. as the van was approaching 
Rt. 13 after exiting Rt. 1 North via the south Smyrna exit. 
 
Kenneth Watson, 48, was en route to JTVCC when he lunged forward and attempted to grab 
the Correctional Officer who was driving the vehicle. During the struggle, the Correctional 
Officer was able to stop the van and began attempts to re-secure the inmate. Watson 
continued his attack on the officer and attempted to grab the officer’s handgun. During the 
ensuring struggle, both Watson and the officer exited the vehicle. The officer contacted 911 
and Smyrna Police responded to the scene. Watson was apprehended by the officer and 
Smyrna Police personnel. 
 
After his apprehension, Watson was taken to JTVCC. 
 
Watson, who was brought to SCCC earlier in the day Monday on charges of Conspiracy 3rd and 
Shoplifting, will now also face charges of Escape, Resisting Arrest, and Assault. 
 
The officer, whose name is not being released, suffered minor injuries during the incident. 
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