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Kids of incarcerated get school supplies
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Offender Lavar'i Moore usually gets to see his three children for only an hour at a time on weekends at the
Plummer Center, a work-release correctional facility in Wilmington.

But on Saturday, he could spend several hours
with them during a picnic and school-supply
giveaway event that included popcorn, cotton
candy, grilled food and games for the children in
the facility's courtyard.

"This is absolutely beautiful," said Moore, 31, who
is serving the last few months of a three-year
sentence for possession of marijuana with intent to
deliver. "For us who are incarcerated right now,
this is a blessing."

His fiancée, Leah Williams, 24, who lives in
Wilmington, also appreciated the event.

"I think it's actually a great thing not only for the
kids to see their father but to spend some time,"
said Williams, who held one of her daughters in
her arms and shared popcorn with her.

Carole Evans, deputy warden for New Castle 00:00 00:48
County Community Correction Centers, which > = L O S o) efcuanE
includes the Plummer Center, said offenders at

Plummer provided information beforehand on the Kids of incarcerated get school supplies (00:46)

names and number of family members who would Children of incarcerated parents had a special back-to-

school visit at a picnic this weekend at the Plummer Center
attend. in Wilmington. About 80 kids received backpacks filled wtih
supplies thanks to three area churches. (08/30/10)
"Seventy-eight kids are scheduled to come today,"

she said Saturday. "This is our first time doing it. MORE VIDEO
We're trying something different, getting the
families to interact in a positive manner."

About 230 offenders live at the facility off Todds
Lane, finishing sentences that range from drug
possession to murder. Most are men, but 24
women also are housed there in a separate

building, she said.

Backpacks full of school supplies were provided by Canaan Baptist Church in New Castle, Macedonia
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Missionary Baptist Church in Wilmington and Fellowship Church in Glen Mills, Pa., Evans said.

Some of the children are being cared for by grandparents, other relatives such as aunts and uncles, and
friends while they wait for the sentences to be completed, she said.

"There's a definite need," she said. "School supplies are expensive. We're giving the caregivers some
assistance, taking on some of the financial burden. It can be overwhelming when you are caring for someone
else's kids. Schools are requiring kids to bring so much these days."

Contact Edward L. Kenney at 324-2891 or ekenney@delawareonline.com.
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Lavar'i Moore laughs as he shares cotton candy with his
daughter, 1-year-old Akialah, while 2-year-old Arcuri enjoys his
own treat at Plummer Center in Wilmington on Saturday. "This is
absolutely beautiful," Moore said. (The News Journal/WILLIAM
BRETZGER)

! Len-ya Ricketts, 8,

receives a backpack at the
event, which 78 kids were
scheduled to attend. (The
News Journal/WILLIAM
BRETZGER)
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