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Incarcerated Veterans Group Donates $5,000 to Local Charities

During a ceremony last week, members of the Incarcerated Veterans Group (IVG) at the Sussex
Correctional Institution in Georgetown donated $5,000 to five local charities. Check recipients included
The Way Home, Delaware Center for Homeless Veterans, VFW Auxiliary #2391, People’s Place, and the
Delaware Homelessness Initiative and Code Purple. Each organization received $1,000.

Valley Forge Military Academy and College President Colonel John C. Church, Jr. (USMC Ret.), a combat-
decorated US Marine Corps Reservist, educator, leader, mentor, role model, and author, was keynote
speaker. In his speech, he referenced the themes of the communal living environment and tribal
connection of military living found in “The Tribe” by Sebastian Junger. Church explained the importance
of these bonds in the military and its benefits to society. The Colonel encouraged the members of the
IVG to draw on their military experience to overcome adversity. Church's personal decorations include
the Meritorious Service Medal with two Gold Stars, the Navy/Marine Corps Commendation Medal with
two Gold Stars, the Army Commendation Medal, the Navy/Marine Corps Achievement Medal, and the
Combat Action Ribbon.

The men of IVG were also joined by DOC Commissioner Rob Coupe, Gunnery Sergeant James Deel,
Veterans Court Judges Richard Stokes and William Witham, and SCI Warden G.R. Johnson. “l am proud
of you for how you have responded to this challenge in your journey and for engaging in the
Incarcerated Veterans Group. When facing this challenge, you made a decision to do something good
with this opportunity,” said Commissioner Coupe. “While you may not wear your military uniforms
today, you carry the pride of your service in your heart and demonstrate through your actions how you
earned the title of Soldier, Airman, Sailor, Marine or Coastie.”

Members of IVG are veterans of the U.S. Military and must maintain a Code of Conduct to stay in the
group. They raise funds year-round through the sale of handmade flag cases, artwork, and spice and
seasoning packages.

Photographs of the event are attached.

Representatives from the media who wish to interview IVG members should contact Jayme Gravell at
jayme.gravell@state.de.us or 302.857.5232.
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