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JTVCC Inmate Death Investigation 

 
Smyrna- The Delaware Department of Correction (DOC) and Delaware Division 
of Forensic Science are investigating the death of an inmate at James T. Vaughn 
Correctional Center (JTVCC), which occurred early Sunday morning. 
 
Preliminary investigation has determined that on Sunday, September 29, 2019 at 
approximately 3:53 a.m. Theodore Benson, 71 years old from Millsboro, Delaware 
was found unresponsive lying on the floor of his cell. Life-saving measures were 
immediately initiated by medical staff until Kent County Emergency Medical 
Services arrived. Benson was pronounced deceased at JTVCC by Kent County 
EMS Paramedics. 
 
Theodore Benson was serving an 8-year sentence at JTVCC since August 2012 for 
Assault in a Detention Facility.   
 
Benson’s body was turned over to the Division of Forensic Science to conduct an 
autopsy to determine the cause of death. Preliminary investigation by the 
Delaware Department of Correction has indicated that there were no suspicious 
circumstances and no foul play suspected at this time. 
 
Released: 093019 1140 (PGS) 

 


