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Gov. Jack Markell today honored six state employees
with the Delaware Award for Excellence and
Commitment in State Service.

“Today’s award recipients truly exemplify the spirit
and dedication of our state employees,” Markell said
in a news release. “As we celebrate public service
recognition week, it is important to remember how
fortunate we are in Delaware to have so many state
employees who go above and beyond the call of
service each and every day. These honorees are true
role models for their peers, and we appreciate their
efforts to make this a better Delaware.”

The 2010 recipients:

Security — Under Shaw's coordination of the DUI-
prevention "Checkpoint Strikeforce" campaign,
Delaware realized a significant decrease in alcohol-
related fatalities from 43 percent in 2008 to 31
percent in 2009.

Robert "Butch" Weakland and J. Robert "Bob"
Daniel, Department of Transportation — While on
the road completing their daily assignment in June
2009, they observed an elderly gentleman who had
collapsed in his yard. They immediately responded,
contacted emergency medical services, and
provided assistance to the man and his wife until
help arrived.

Denise Hudson, Department of Health and Social
Services - Hudson went above and beyond her
normal job duties for an elderly, disabled client and
his family during the 2009 holiday season. She
organized community and business resources to
make his home safe and livable, helped him obtain
adequate medical care and contacted Toys-for-Tots
for children in his care. On one occasion, Denise
paid for the client's prescription out of her own
pocket to ensure his health and well being.

Robert G. Cooke, Department of Correction - Sgt.
Cooke, a department employee for three and a half

Lisa M. Shaw, Department of Safety and Homeland

years, has been quickly promoted through the ranks
due to his professional attitude and respect
conveyed toward others. Because of his leadership
traits and professional attitude toward his work,
Cooke voluntarily trained to become an Emergency
Preparedness Training teacher in correctional
facilities throughout the state. His perfect
attendance record, exceptional work ethic, superior
problem solving skills and enthusiasm set a great
example for younger officers to emulate.

Vernon Kirk, Department of Finance - Due to his
forward thinking and initiative, Kirk led efforts to
realize an additional $15 million in new revenue for
the state from sports lottery during the last quarter
of 2009. Under his leadership, multiple projects
were expedited and implemented without
compromising the integrity of the process. He was
also instrumental in leading the state Lottery Office
efforts in table gaming as a complement to video
lottery at Delaware’s three racetracks.
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