DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION
OFFICE OF MEDIA RELATIONS

May 8, 2012
Contact: John R. Painter | john.painter@state.de.us | 302.857.5232

DOC Offender Work Crews Spruce up Simon Circle Boys & Girls Club
Dover project small component of overall community service commitment

Two offender work crews from the Delaware Department of Correction (DOC) Central Violation of
Probation Center near Smyrna spent the better part of Friday, May 4, improving the grounds of the Simon
Circle Boys & Girls Club in Dover.

The 16 men, under supervision of several officers, planted flowers and shrubs around the club’s entrance,
trimmed greenery, edged walkways, spread grass seed, and spread protective mulch around the
playground area.

“I am genuine and heartfelt when | say | am full of gratitude for what these men are doing,” said club
director Karen Burgest. “This is going to do so much for the morale of the kids. | can’t wait for them to
see it.”

Community service projects, such as the one done for Burgest’s club, are an almost daily activity for work
crews dispatched from DOC community corrections centers located throughout the state. In 2011,
offender work crews logged more than 219,000 hours of community service for non-profits and state
agencies.

“Providing work crews to assist non-profit organizations creates an opportunity for offenders to give
something back to the local communities,” said Karl Hines, Chief of the DOC’s Bureau of Community
Corrections. “The crews, properly supervised, can provide a wide-range of services for the organizations
and have a positive impact on the surrounding community and its residents.”

The residents of Simon Circle, especially the children who utilize the Boys & Girls Club, can attest to that
positive impact.
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An offender work crew from the Department of Correction Central Violation of Probation Center works on
improving the playground area of the Simon Circle Boys & Girls club.
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Ethan Overmyer (left) and Matt Gonzales, part of a Central Violation of Probation Center offender work crew,
plant flowers and shrubs in front of the entrance to the Simon Circle Boys & Girls club.
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