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Corrections working with Public Health in TB investigation

The Delaware Department of Correction (DOC) is working with Delaware’s Division of Public Health (DPH) as
part of a tuberculosis (TB) investigation. The investigation was initiated after it was discovered two former
offenders housed at Howard R. Young Correctional Institution (HRYCI) in Wilmington were diagnosed with
active TB. Those individuals are currently receiving treatment in local hospitals.

In response to the notification of active TB in former HRYCI inmates, the DOC is accelerating its annual TB
screening of offenders at that facility. The screenings are expected to begin this week. Testing will also be
provided to facility staff as needed or requested.

DOC officials are cooperating with the Division of Public Health according to routine protocols to ensure the
health and safety of those who may have been in close contact with the individuals.

General information on TB:

TB is a bacteria that can be inhaled into the lungs of others when a nearby person with active TB disease
coughs, sneezes, sings or laughs. It is not spread by touching contaminated objects, or sharing eating utensils.
People with TB disease are most likely to spread the disease to people they spend time with every day, such
as family or other household members, close friends and coworkers. Signs and symptoms of TB may include a
progressively worsening cough that lasts more than two weeks, fatigue, weakness, weight loss, night sweats,
fever, chills, and chest pain. TB can affect any bodily organ, but is infectious to others only when it occurs in
the lungs or larynx (voice box).

TB disease is treatable and curable, usually by taking several medications for 6 to 9 months. About 5 to 10%
of persons infected with TB bacteria will go on to develop TB disease at some time in their lives; most within
the first two years after the infection occurs. Persons whose immune systems are weakened, especially those
with HIV infection, have a much higher risk of developing TB disease, as do children age five and under.

TB can also be prevented by taking a course of antibiotics that stops the TB infection before it can progress
into TB disease. Treatment for both latent TB infection and TB disease is available through the Delaware
Division of Public Health’s TB clinics.

For questions about TB, call the DPH Tuberculosis Elimination Program at (302) 744-1050.

Additional information from The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention:

Basic TB Facts

The Difference Between Latent TB Infection and TB Disease
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